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Wellé who would have thought on that dark and 
stormy night in 1969 that forty years later SFSA would 
still be going and publishing its 141st issue of PROBE 
on its 40th anniversary. I wasnôt there at the very 
beginning but joined up in 1973 after seeing the Short 
Story Competition being advertised in The Sunday 
Times. I wrote a story (which reached the top twenty) 
and joined the club and soon got involved in the 
running of  running of things. Except for a year or so when my daughter was born I have 
been on the committee since 1976 in one position or another. This is my 
second time at editing Probe. I decided that the 40th Anniversary Issue should 
be a little different from the usual issues. There will still be fiction but I decided 
to include our Nova Competition winning story from Dave Freer, who is 
undoubtedly the most successful South African SF author to date. This story is 
a ñrealò South African one. Iôve also used an editorôs prerogative and included 
a story of my own. 
Iôve used some copy from the very first SFSA newsletter, which evolved into 
PROBE. And also from the PROBE from December 1970, Vol. 2 No. 1. ï an 
A3 sized epistle of 14 pages with a blue cover. 
Nina Gabriels from PanMacmillan offered us the option of an e-mail interview 
with Neal Asher. We asked club members what they would like to know and 
the results are in this issue. 
You will have enjoyed many interviews with SF authors conducted by Michael 
Lohr, so I decided that it would be a good idea it conduct an interview with the 
interviewer. 
Youôll see cartoons by Kai Bosse. He came up with a character named 
PROBOT and he graced the pages of PROBE for a couple of years until Kai 
went back to Germany. Louis Lampbrecht made a real ñPROBOTò and  he 
attended a couple of Conventions. 
Iôve been looking through my set of PROBEôs and have seen some interesting 
things. In 1978 SFSAôs annual subscription was R3.00, and by 1989 it went up 
to R15.00. 21 years later weôre  having to charge R185.00 just to cover printing 
and postage of PROBE. 
Interestingly enough, I edited issue 41 which was published in August 1979. I 
mentioned in passing that the club was ten years old. Issues 87 and 88 on 
either side of the twentieth anniversary make no mention of it and issue 108 in 
June 1999 also passes that anniversary by without comment. 
However Cedric Abrahams made a very special issue for PROBE 100.He used 
input from all of the previous editors and it was a bumper sized issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROBE 141 June 2009                www.sfsa.org.za                     Page 4                        
 

              To celebrate the life and works of Philip K. Dick the May 1982 issue was                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dedi cated to him and Tony Davis produced a special version. 
The first time we conducted our Short Story Competition was in 1972. It was 
one of the reasons that the club was formed and I am proud to say that it has 
been held every single year since then. As the reading and writing of Science 
Fiction does not have a big following in this country the club feels satisfied that 
it continues to support local talent.  We have had many Final Judges, including 
Dr Arthur Blecksley in the very early days. Barry Ronge officiated for us in 
1980. Dr James Sey, Dr. Gerald Gaylard, Professor Deirdre Byrne, Alan 
Swerdlow, Stan Peskin and Dave Freer have all judged the General Section of 
the competition for us. Arthur Goldstuck has sponsored and judged the South 
African section for many years. 
We have had many illustrators. From our own Professor Ahmed Wadee to 
Roberto Schima from Brazil, whose work gave us many covers and the 
cartoon reproduced in this issue.  Looking through past PROBES I came 
across Bill OôConnor, Grant Kruger, Neil Van Niekerk, Jerry van Zyl, Bertus 
McDonald, Dianna Minaar and Joan de Wet. I even found artwork by overseas 
artists such as Ian Gunn and Joe Mayhew, whom we met at Bucconeer in 
Baltimore. And of course the multi-talented Gary Kuyper. There are cartoons 
by Mark Parasi. We exchange fanzines with clubs around the world.  
We have members in many countries. The U.S.A. Canada, England, Scotland, 
Australia, Germany to name just a few 
I asked the previous Editors of PROBE if they would like to contribute. 
 
 
 
 
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Youôll see their input as well as their pictures. 
It is interesting to see their vision of the club 
and of the world they now find themselves in. 
Through the years at Miniconôs we had lots of 
fun writing (approximately) 99-word 
Wormholes. Iôve included two of those that (in 
my opinion) are the most entertaining. 
Interesting also to see that two ex-editors are 
among the authors. 
Iôve really enjoyed reading old issues and 
putting together this retrospective issue of 
PROBE, and I think I may include other items 
from past issues in future issues. 
I tip my (figurative) hat to all those fans, past 
and present (and hopefully future ï this is SF 
after all) who have had a hand in taking 
Science Fiction South Africa to its 40th year. 
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Opuntia.    Dale Spiers  P.O.Box 6830 Calgary, Alberta Canada, TP2 3ET 
                   67.1B February 2009 
               67.1C St Urhoôs Day 2009 
  67.1D April 2009 
 
Vanamonde. John Hertz.     235     Corondo St No. 409, Los Angeles. CA 90027 USA          
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Fosfax 215  February 09 2009 Ed. Timothy Lane . P.O Box Louisville, Kentucky, 40233-
7821 
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Probe No. 1 was published sometime after the establishment of the club in June 1969. I 
have been unable to find it. I do have Volume 2 No. 1 which was published in December 
1970. Tex Cooper was the first *E*D*I*T*O*R* of PROBE. He went by the title of ñThe 
Great White Dictatorò and produced editions up to 37 which came out in August 1978, 
after which he decided to dictate no longer. 

 
Gail Brunette (aka Jamieson), young and foolish at the time thought it would be fun to try 
her hand at it. Looking at the Roneo system, which Tex had used, she almost despaired 
but took to a typewriter and the cut and paste system. I cringe a little when I see some of 
the earlier covers where the numbers are so obviously pasted a little out of line. The 
magazine was printed by Wallis Litho Systems who served us well for a long time.  
Gail produced PROBE 38, November 1978 to PROBE 67, January 1987, just before her 
son was born. 

 
Tony Davis, a Canadian living in South Africa, was persuaded to take over the Editorship 
and he did so in his own inimitable way, taking on the Publications Control Board which 
looked at all publications with an eagle eye at that time. He put out PROBE 68, May 1987 
to PROBE 72, May 1988, when he and his family returned to Canada. He has remained 
an Honorary Member and still contributes occasionally. 
From PROBE 73, August 1988 to PROBE 93, October 1993, Neil Van Niekerk was the 
main editor. He does say that for about half of the time he was assisted by Derek Hohls. 
Neilôs issues started to look much more professional and were thick jam-packed 
magazines. 
PROBE 94, July 1994 was edited by Neil and Derek together, and then from PROBE 95, 
October 1994 to PROBE 96, February 1995 Derek Hohls was the sole editor, until he too 
moved on to greener pastures. 
Cedric Abrahams then took over with PROBE 97, July 1995. He continued on until 
PROBE 104, February 1998. He was ably assisted by Deirdre Byrne and produced 
probably the largest PROBE, number 100, which for the club was a real milestone. There 
are not too many club or fanzines which have managed to get to the 100th issue. 
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Deirdre Byrne, who claims that her pregnancy had nothing to do with her decision, started 
with PROBE 105, May 1996 and carried on until PROBE 111 in November 2000. 
We then have a slight aberration as we have two  PROBE 113ôs. The actual number 112 
was edited by Deirdre and Cedric and was called 113 on the cover but 112 on the 
contents page. 

 
 
Liz Simmonds was not coerced to be the editor and sometime around now PROBE began 
to be produced fully electronically. The real PROBE 113, 2nd Quarter, 2001 was Lizôs first 
issue.  She enjoyed the feeling of power it gave her and with Roberto Schimaôs covers 
PROBE now became a glossy magazine which we took with us to WorldConôs with a 
sense of pride. Liz continued until PROBE 130, 1st Quarter 2006 before she felt she 
needed a break. 
 
Finally, from PROBE 131, August 2006, 
I was persuaded to take PROBE over again. 
The difference between the way I had 
 produced it almost 20 years previously  
and how it is  produced now is a miracle  
of science. I no longer have to agonise  
over retyping a sentence and trying to  
stick it over the one  I wanted to change. 
I still get driven mad by WORD but  
PROBE has finally stopped being a  
Quarterly magazine that comes out  
three times a year. 
We now have specially designed covers, 
 thanks to Gary Kuyper and even colour 
 covers when the budget, or donations,  
stretch to it. 
Quo Vadis PROBE? Who knows what 
 the future will bring but hopefully there  
are other , as yet undeclared Editors,  
waiting in the wings for their opportunity 
 to produce their own versions of our 
 flagship magazine which takes SFSA to 
 Science Fiction fans around the world. 
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Neal Asher    
Line War ï R124 
Shadow of the Scorpion ï R189.00 
 
Unlike my good wife, who is also more of a Fantasy fan, I donôt particularly enjoy serials, 
but much prefer stand alone novels, even if part of a series. Both these novels are part of 
the ñAgent Cormac of the Polityò, both came out at the same time, and both are quite 
different books. 
In ñLine Warò the entity Erebus, once an A.I. known as Trafalgar, is employing Jain 
technology to conquer and destroy the whole of the Polity. (It is insane.) Cormac is sent to 
investigate. Also involved, in no particular order, are Mr. Crane (the Brass Killing 
Machine), Dragon, once a product of the Makers, Mika, a scientist, Orlandine, a hugely 
augmented human being and of course, the A.I. of the Polity themselves. The novel is 
enjoyable but at 566 pages, and with all its complexity, I found it just a tad too long. 
ñShadow of the Scorpionò is much shorter and has a far less complex storyline. In essence 
it is the story of  Ian Cormac, his journey to manhood and beyond, and his link with his 
scorpion shaped war drone known as Armistad. 
An excellent read. 

 
D.B. Shan 
Hellôs Horizon 
 
I have in my long, and not so illustrious life, owned two shops, one of them in what was, 
and still is one of the worst crime ridden areas in the country. We were broken into, robbed 
and held up at gun point. Never, at any time were we asked to pay any kind of protection 
money. The crime is still there but is it as organized as we are supposed to believe? 
Al Jeery is a thug, a member of the elite guards of the crime lord named the Cardinal. 
These are called the Troops. He is asked to investigate the brutal murder of his recently 
acquired girlfriend. Out for revenge he initially finds lies within lies, deceits within deceits. 
When Paucar Wami, a near mythical assassin, enters the picture and dispenses his own 
brand of torture and death, Jeery finds his own world turned upside down, for Wami is his 
long missing father. 
The first three quarters of the book make interesting, intelligent and spell binding reading. 
Unfortunately Sham seems to lose the plot and the final chapters do not make too much 
sense, and in the last pages we discover the story is probably not over and there will be a 
follow-up book. 
Very readableé.BUT! 
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Arthur C. Clarke and Frederick Pohl 
The Last Theorem 
 
Synergy : combined action whose total effect is greater than the sum of the individual 
actions 
 
Ranjit Subramanian is a young astronomy student who moves into mathematics because 
of his obsessions with solving mathematical problems, particularly Fermatôs Last Theorem. 
The world around him is forever at war, with only the three great nations of USA, China  
and Russia holding a very tenuous peace. (What happened to India?) The story of Ranjitôs 
life is told in excruciating detail, and only the project called Secret Thunder, a weapon of 
the United Nations brings a little life to the story. 
Oh, and the Grand Galactics, having seen the use of nuclear weapons on our planet, have 
decreed that we on Earth are a menace to the Galaxy and have ordered an Invasion Fleet 
to come in and wipe us out totally, to annihilate every living thing on Earth. (Although the 
whole thing fizzles out.) 
I have not finished a book as badly written as this for a long time. It is apparently aimed at 
the juvenile market (Although it does not say so.) It is full of inconsistencies and the 
ending, well the less said the better. 
BORING, BORNING, BORING. 
 
A complete waste of two magnificent authors talents. 
 

101 Horror Movies You must See Before You Die. 
101 Sci-Fi Movies You Must See Before You Die. 
General Editor Steven Jay Schneider 
 
From a very young age most people tend to react badly to a statement like ñyou must do 
this.ò I tend to feel the same way when I see a book title like these two, especially as I am 
a science fiction ( not horror) fan of some forty odd years (very odd in some cases.) These 
are  physically small books and the white writing on a black background is difficult to read 
in artificial light. (For the introduction and Index, that is.) The formula for each movie does 
not vary ï four pages in total, one for an original advert, one for a still photo from the film, 
and two for a brief précis and short discussion. Someone must have thought it a good idea 
to splash a brief comment in large letters bisecting the second page of writing. I found it 
annoying in the extreme. 
It would be impossible for everyone to agree on the movies, but personally I cannot 
imagine why anyone would put in Dune and Starship Troopers, and leave out Village of 
the Damned and The Rocky horror Picture Show. 
Enough of the complaints. 
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The books are extremely well written and in the short space allowed they do an excellent 
job of dissecting the directorsô intent for the movie itself, or his thoughts behind it, as well 
as a brief description of the plot, etc. 
I will not comment on the horror movies picked as I simply donôt know enough about them. 
Suffice it to say that as a non-horror fan, this book was far more interesting. 
These books are not aimed at the true Science Fiction and Horror fans, but they will 
certainly make interesting and enjoyable reading for most other people. 

 
 
Raymond E. Feist   
Rides a Dread Legion 
 
If you really know where to look you can usually find out if a novel is a stand alone or part 
of a series. I forgot to look. I donôt like fantasy series. This is book one of the Demonwar 
Saga, but you only find this out on the inside back cover. I should have let my wife read it 
first. Oh, well! 
Amirantha is a warlock, an outcast because he can summon Demons. Sandreena is a 
knight, a member of the Order of the Shield of the Weak. The Taredhel, arrogant and 
selfish, are elves who have discovered a portal that can bring them from their own world to 
Midkemia. Pug is a master magician who is destined to see all whom he loves die in front 
of him. 
And the Demons. There are apparently billions of them, and someone wants to bring them 
to Midkemia for his own foul ends, and a full Battle Demon is far superior to any one man 
in magic, strength, skill and cunning.  
Pug and his friends must find that portal and close it before the Demon hordes are brought 
through. 
The story continues in Book 2. Feist is normally one of the better Fantasy authors, but this 
is really not one of his better books; overlong in its introductions and with nothing new to 
say. It is just readable. 
 
 

Tony Ballantyne 
Twisted Metal 
 
An email doing the local rounds starts off with ñCraigò introducing himself as the new ñTech 
support Guyò for a company called ñCyberdyneò, and as usual everything goes downhill 
from there. It ends up with him purportedly sending a hand written note to John Connor 
about his efforts in fighting the Ongoing Robot War. 
Southern Shull, a small part of the planet Penrose, is divided into eight states, all of them 
populated only by intelligent, feeling Robots. 
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The Robots of Artemis, one of the larger states, believe only in Artemis and are 
systematically taking over the other states. When they accomplish this they will then head 
north over the mountains to conquer the Robots there. 
While the book is enjoyable enough I have two problems with it. 
The first is that, as in any society there are various levels of citizenship, and this in spite of 
the fact that all the Robot brains are designed and manufactured by their own mothers. 
Why would any mother design a brain for a low class citizen? 
The second is that the book sells for 16.99 pounds in the United Kingdom, and yet sells for 
R298.00 here, which I find excessive.        
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                                The Happy Face of Editor Tony Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 

The Cover of the November 1931 issue of Strange Tales 

                                      

 


